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November 2012
Dear Pakistani Canadian Donors: 
As-Salam-O-Alaikum

Re: Getting Involved for a Better World
Thank you for supporting us over the years. I am writing to you about a number of points. 
1. I have renovated our website www.mariahelenafoundation.org. I updated it recently, and from now onwards whenever you would visit it, it will have the latest information about our work in Pakistan. Just now a video documentary is in preparation and it will be up loaded to UTube, and linked to the website. It will give a real life feel about our projects. Please visit our website.
2. I have a request. You could help us by visiting our projects in Pakistan whenever you go there, and by reporting us back. We need eye witness accounts; testimonies of our donors. Is your money being well spent? Please e-mail me, or give me a call to introduce you to our Pakistani partners in Pakistan.

3. According to my knowledge, MHF is one of the five Pakistani Canadian Registered Charities. The other four are:

a) The Citizens Foundation, in Ontario, with head office in Karachi.

b) Human Development Foundation of North America, in Alberta, with head office in the US.
c) Developments In Literacy, in Ontario, with head office in California.
d) Canadian Friends of LUMS, in Ontario, a fundraising office of LUMS in Lahore.

Please visit the websites of the above mentioned organizations and see what they are doing in Pakistan. They might have activities near where your roots are; that might be your one motivation to support them and getting involved.

4. A few years ago, an interesting organization, and perhaps a unique one in South Asia, called: Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy (PCP) was created in Pakistan. Besides promoting philanthropy in Pakistan, it acts as a sort of agency to certify civil society organizations (CSOs) who want to qualify to obtain tax exempt status, same as Registered Charities in Canada. The list of certified CSOs includes about 150 organizations. I would say, these are about the best Pakistani organizations that are providing a whole range of social services in the country and are worth supporting. Some of them may have offices or projects next door to your hometown in Pakistan.
5. I would like to present to you the demography of the donors of MHF. In the beginning my wife and I were the sole donors. Then slowly some of our extended family members started supporting us. When our friends heard about our work they too joined in. Finally, over the last four years or so, donations have also started coming in from Pakistani Canadians. 

Since 1997, the Foundation has received donations totaling $ 1,373,355. Here are the sources of the donations:

My family (MHF is a family Foundation)                     80 %

Our close non-Pakistani friends
                          17 %

Pakistani Canadians, living mainly in Ontario                 3 % 
The enclosed Newsletter gives a rough estimate of the subject-wise disbursements of funds over the last fifteen years. You would note that most of our funds have gone into building primary schools. Since inception we have been building almost one school every year.
6. I have been running this Foundation for almost 15 years and have gained a lot of experience in running a Canadian Registered Charity. I have been trying to find a Pakistani Canadian who feels passionate about Pakistan and is willing to learn this business of NGO, and help any one in the community who might like to do what I have been doing. Unfortunately, I haven’t come across such a person, yet. If any one of you would like to start a foundation of your own, I would be happy to pass on my experience to you, even if you are not living in Vancouver. I am sure you would have a very satisfying experience learning how this world works. Please give me a call.
Still another way of getting involved in leaving a better world behind is by joining the local provincial Council for International Cooperation. You can join the Council as an individual member at a nominal annual membership fee, and make new friends. Feel free to give me a call to help you find the one in your jurisdiction.
7. Finally, do you have a piece of land in Pakistan that you are willing to donate to our Pakistani partner, Tameer-e-Millat Foundation, for the purpose of building a primary school? MHF could provide funds for school construction. We spend about 60 to 70 thousand dollars each year for one new primary school. If you are interested please give me a call and let us explore this thought further.
Thank you for listening.

Sincerely,

Muhammad Iqbal, Ph.D.

(Professor Emeritus, University of British Columbia)

Founder and President

PAGE  
2

