The Maria-Helena Foundation presents a panel discussion on

Pakistan's Socio-Economic Development: The Role of Diaspora beyond Remittances 

Saturday, June 2, 2012
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
Room 120, Surrey Centre Library, 10350 University Drive, Surrey
Shams Alibhai, Executive Director, BC Council for International Cooperation
Moderator
Shuja Alam, Consul General of Pakistan





Leveraging Diaspora's Knowledge, Skills, and Wealth
Aamir Baig, Entrepreneur







Information Technology Transfer

Hafsa Ishtiaq, Volunteer, CARE Foundation Pakistan



Shipping Used Books          
Ashfaq Khan, Donor/Volunteer, International Development & Relief Foundation
Installing Water Filtration Plants
Furquan Gehlen, Board Member, Human Concern International


Disaster Relief & Sustainable Development
Mohammad Rafiq, Urdu Editor, The Miracle





Promoting Urdu as Soft Power
Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, Founder and President The Maria-Helena Foundation
Social Development

Nearly 5 million Pakistani emigrants make up the world's 7th largest diaspora. Among permanent emigrants there are 1.2 m in the UK alone. In North America we are about 1 m strong with a total net-worth running into several hundred million dollars. And, our current level of remittances has climbed to almost 12 billion dollars. While we contribute significantly toward disaster relief, we are lacking in our roles as investors, customers, ambassadors, technology transferors, and social development workers for our homeland. 



For further information, please contact: iqbal@mail.ubc.ca
